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Abstract

This research paper explores the crisis of national security in Libya following the fall of the
Gaddafi regime in 2011. Since then, the country has experienced deep political and security
instability, characterized by armed conflict, foreign interventions, institutional fragility, and
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conflicting governmental policies. The study aims to analyze the reasons behind the failure of
security policies to achieve national security from 2011 to 2024, using a descriptive, analytical,
and inductive methodology through a case study approach, while drawing comparisons with
similar international experiences such as those in Iraq, Syria, and Yemen.

The findings reveal that conflicting foreign interventions, the absence of strong national
security institutions, and uncoordinated, short-sighted policies have all contributed to the
disintegration of the Libyan state, fueled internal division, and allowed the proliferation of
armed militias. Programs for Disarmament, Demobilization, and Reintegration (DDR) and
Security Sector Reform (SSR) have failed due to lack of coordination, political will, and a
comprehensive national framework.

The paper proposes several solutions, including a comprehensive reform of the security sector
under civilian oversight, effective DDR programs, national reconciliation, the rule of law, anti-
corruption measures, and unified international support for Libyan stability. It stresses the need
for a national strategy based on a unified vision and the rule of law—free from internal power-
sharing struggles and external interference.

This study is distinguished by its comprehensive, multi-dimensional analysis and its temporal
coverage extending to 2024, making it academically and practically valuable for decision-
makers seeking to rebuild a stable, sovereign Libyan state on sound security and institutional
foundations.

Keywords: National security, foreign interventions, security institutions, government policies,
Disarmament.
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